
Fossil Park at Khadir bet in the Great Rann

Natural history of the Rann is unique and has international 
conservation significance. Fossils of different periods  
i.e. Pre-Jurassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous are found in  
different parts of the district. The Forest Department has 
discovered an area rich in wood and marine fossils, and 
now manages it as a fossil park. The site is near Dholavira 
(a site of Hadappan Civilisation) at Khadir bet. Fossils of big 
sized trees at the site are interesting to visitors.

The Indus valley civilisation at Dholavira - Khadir bet

The Rann Biosphere Reserve
The Rann Biosphere Reserve covers a total area of 12,454 
km2 including the areas of the two sanctuaries - Wild ass 
and the Great Rann Desert.
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Spiny-tailed Lizard-a key reptile of the Rann

Desert Fox on hunt in evening 



The Rann

The Rann, a vast area (20,000 km2), is a unique wetland. 
It submerges under a sheet of fresh water, leaving a few 
exposed higher plains during the monsoon. It gradually 
changes to dry saline mudflat in winter, dotted with 
numerous water-bodies. Then a part of it changes to the 
white Rann in the late winter. The typical flat landmass for 
the rest of year, it is a land of wild ass, water birds, raptors, 
several threatened mammals and agarias - a community 
that prepares salt. The Rann is divided in two parts - the 
Great Rann and the Little Rann.

The Great Rann

This vast & wonderful land comprises of the rocky hills 
amidst the saline desert, innumerable fossils & breeding 
ground of the Flamingo (Flamingo City). It also is a home 
to groups of wild asses that cross over from fringe areas 
to the bet through the Rann. Groups of the Indian gazelles 
can be seen sprinting on the mudflats. In winter, one can 
find numerous water bodies full of migratory birds. The 
major part of the Great Rann is the Great Desert Sanctuary 
(7,505 km2).

The Little Rann

The Little Rann, now a Wild Ass Sanctuary, is home to the 
Indian Wild Ass. The Sanctuary, dotted with small patches 
of uplands (‘bets’ or islands), is characterised by vast salt-
impregnated mudflats that remain submerged for about 
five months in a year under fresh water received from a 
few rivers and saline water from the Gulf of Kachchh. 
(Water depth varies from 0.5 m to 1.5 m.) The area has 
scanty, xerophytic vegetation cover. The fauna here has 
adapted to the water scarcity and salinity. The Little Rann 
was connected with the Great Rann and Gulf of Kachchh.  
It got separated around first millennium B.C.

Flamingo City - a nature’s wonder

The world famous ‘Flamingo City’ is located in the mudflats 
of the Great Rann, in the north-west of Kaladungar. Nesting 
of about half million Flamingos in the “Flamingo City” was 
described by Dr. Salim Ali in 1945. The naturalists have to 
travel a long distance in shallow water and mud to see this 
wonder of nature. 

The Indian Wild Ass : Equus hemionus khur 

The Indian wild ass, now a single population in the world, 
had wide distribution in the north west of India and 
Pakistan during the last century. Gradually, the animal 
disappeared from its previous habitats, except the Rann. 
Dr. Salim Ali estimated 3000 to 4000 wild assess in 1946. 
Subsequently, its number declined due to outbreak of the 
Surra disease, caused by Tryspanosoma evansi in 1960 and 
attack of the South African Horse Sickness in 1963. As a 
result, only 362 animals were counted in 1969. The major 
part of the Little Rann was declared as Wild Ass Sanctuary 
in 1973 that has been now expanded to an area of 4,954 
km2. The animal has not only been saved from the brink 
of extinction, its number has also increased by six folds in 
three and half decades.

Population growth of Indian Wild Ass

Year Population Year Population
1962 362 1999 2,840
1976 720 2004 3,860
1983 1,990 2008 4,040
1990 2,070

Typical Rann vegetation (Suaeda sp with saline grassland) on uplands, locally called Bet

A typical wetland in winter in the Little Rann

A typical wetland in winter in the Little Rann

White Rann near Kori creek in mid winter - Dhordo, a tourist site


