
Save whale shark education campaign 
a festival organised every year

Achievements
Gujarat Forest Department alongwith the Wildlife Trust of 
India, an International Fund for Animal Welfare, other local 
NGOs and individual nature lovers launched a whale shark 
protection campaign in the state which became a role 
model for conservation. Shri Morari Bapu worked as an 
ambassador for “Save Whale Shark” campaign. The people 
from Gujarat supported this campaign. Since the campaign 
started, 306 whale sharks have been saved during seven 
years (2004-12).
• Whale shark’s hunting has been banned since  

2001, after it became the first fish to be listed under 
Schedule-I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972.

• The Forest Department organizes a festival of “Save 
Whale Shark” in a campaign mode every year.

• Massive campaigns by the Government, institutions, 
naturalists and students aimed at protecting whale 
sharks has brought about a complete change in attitude 
of the fishermen in a few years. This movement is 
noteworthy and perhaps unique in the world.
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Initiative
Gujarat is the first state to initiate marine life conservation 
by declaring the first marine national park  in India. The 
state took another unique initiative in 2003 to protect the 
endangered Whale Shark in the Arabian Sea.
The sea-water in the coast of Saurashtra is now globally 
known as a breeding site of the whale shark. This fish, 
about 12 mtr. in length as an adult, migrates from the 
coast of other continents to give birth in the warmth of the 
Arabian Sea along the coast of Saurashtra-Veraval, Dwarka, 
Diu and Mangrol. Hunting of the whale shark was an 
important fishing activity in Saurashtra coast as it fetched 
substantial earning to the fishermen community. It is 
believed that about 200 whale sharks were killed annually 
near Gujarat coast. Whale shark meat was in great demand 
and its valuable oil too was extracted from its fins and liver. 

Change in attitude of local fisherman
Responding to the initiative of the Forest Department Shri 
Morari Bapu, a spiritual leader, went to the sea at Dwarka 
and blessed a whale shark entangled in a net. The shark was 
rescued after cutting the net and released in the sea water. 
The campaign convinced the fishermen that the whale 
shark is like their daughter who comes home to give birth, 
and it is their duty to take care of the animal. Although Rs. 
25,000 was paid for each rescue, the loss to the fishermen 
due to cutting of the net was high. For a fisherman, nothing 
is perhaps more painful than to let go of a big catch. But 
due to the outstanding conservation initiative by the Forest 
Department, local NGOs, social leaders and naturalists, 
they have been convinced not to kill the whale shark. The 
fishermen community has responded positively to this 
campaign, making it a successful conservation initiative in 
the world.

Rescue operations

Young whale shark captured by fishermen before the conservation campaign


