GREEN CREDIT PROGRAMME

Background:

The Green Credit Rules, 2023, were notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(MOoEFCC) on 12th October 2023 to implement the Green Credit Programme (GCP).

Objectives:

To promote voluntary, environmentally positive actions through the issuance of Green Credits
(GCs).

Initially, the programme focuses on voluntary tree plantations on degraded lands under the control
and management of State Forest Departments.

To encourage industries, companies, and other entities to fulfill their environmental obligations

under prevailing laws.

GCP Governance Structure:

1. Steering Committee

2. Administrator: Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)

3. Technical Committees and a Centralized Online Portal: www.moefcc-gcp.in

Methodology for Tree Plantation under GCP:

Implementing Agency (lA): State and Union Territory Forest Departments

Degraded land under the control of Forest Departments is to be registered as plantation blocks by
the IA.

Entities interested in earning GCs will pay for plantation on these registered land parcels.

Green Credits will be awarded two years after payment, with a rate of 1 Tree = 1 Green Credit (GC).
Plantations under GCP may be considered for Compensatory Afforestation (CA), subject to
applicable rules.

Earned GCs can be reported under Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) performance or
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), as applicable.

High-performing Green Credit Achievers (GCAs) will receive formal recognition.

An integrated IT-based system will facilitate registration, monitoring, and tracking of plantation

activities.

Progress in Gujarat:

The implementation of the Green Credit Programme in Gujarat is being led by the Chief Project

Director, Project Management Unit — Project for Ecosystem Restoration in Gujarat (PMU-PERG).


http://www.moefcc-gcp.in/

Sri S.K. Srivastava, IFS, serves as the Nodal Officer for the Green Credit Programme in Gujarat.
The Government of Gujarat has set an ambitious target of covering 25,000 hectares under the

programme over the next five years.

The project is being implemented across 16 forest divisions under 7 circles of the Gujarat Forest

Department.



